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TIDINGS  

A Congregation of the 

Evangelical Lutheran Church In America 

RIN   TY  

Dear Members of the Trinity Family,  
 

Lent, a forty day season of the Church year when Christians all over the world focus on Christ 

and Christõs sacrifice for us, begins on Ash Wednesday, February 22. The Lenten season provides 

a unique opportunity for each of us to deepen our commitment to the life of faith. I encourage 

you to begin this Lenten journey with your sisters and brothers in Christ here at Trinity by 

worshiping at either 12:30 pm or 7:00 pm on Ash Wednesday. Both services will include an 

expanded confession, communion, special music (at 7:00 pm), as well as the imposition of ashes.  
 

Before coming to worship on Ash Wednesday, I invite you to prayerfully consider the spiritual 

discipline God is calling you to practice during this season. You might commit to practicing 

kindness by selecting daily or weekly activities that show the love of Christ to others. You might 

consider the practice of sacrifice and generosity by simply giving up something you love (a cup 

of Starbucks coffee, the weekly issue of People magazine, or dinner at Chick -Fil-A) and donating 

the money you would have spent to the ELCA World Hunger Appeal or to any charity that holds 

special significance to you. Or, you might consider the practice of gratitude by setting aside a 

few moments each day to name or write down all the blessings in your life. This discipline could 

also include writing notes of gratitude to the people who bless your life. The Lenten season 

provides a great opportunity to focus on daily scripture reading and devotions. Devotional 

resources for the season will be available in the narthex or in the Church Office beginning the 

Sunday prior to Ash Wednesday. You could also choose to focus on worship by making a 

commitment to attend worship on both Sundays and Wednesdays during this season.  
 

Regardless of how you choose to commit yourself to Christ during Lent, I simply encourage you 

to do something for yourself or for somebody else that will raise your awareness of the power of 

God at work in your life and in the life of our congregation. As we prepare to begin this solemn 

season, I am holding each of you close in my prayers. May the Holy Spirit surround and fill you 

with healing, hope, and meaning this Lenten season.  
 

Peace, love, and joy,  

 
 

Pastor Susan Crowell 



At the January meeting of the Congregation Council, the council  
 

---approved a proposal presented by Dale Haman detailing plans for signage for Lutheran Hospice 

and BeWell Services to be located at the entrance of the lower lot off Townes Street ;  

---noted that $1,138,462 was received for the 2011 budget of $1,145,000. Because expenses for 

2011 were $39,455 less than projected, a net increase of $32,917 was reported ; 

---noted that the following leaders will be chairing the six standing committees in 2012: George 

Corell, Stewardship; Rita Kirven, Parish Life; Megan Koon, Education; Jimmy Reynolds, Worship; 

Bob Taylor, Property; and Melanie Wessinger, Outreach; 

---received devotional books entitled Take My Heart, Oh God to be used during 2012; 

---received the annual report from the Foundation Committee ; 

---approved a request for use of the facility ; and 

---heard a report from the Executive Committee about the search process for a part -time Pastoral 

Associate. 

COUNCIL NOTES 

TRINITY LUTHERAN FOUNDATION GRANTS 

The Trinity Lutheran Church Foundation Committee met in December to consider grant 

applications for 2011. Twelve grants totaling $81,500 were awarded to the following recipients:  
 

Sarah Delap - $4,000 to provide financial assistance for her year of ministry in England with 

 the ELCAõs Young Adults in Global Ministry. 

Generations Group Home - $4,083 to provide aftercare services for children once they leave 

 Generations Group Home 
 

Greenville Area Interfaith Hospitality Network - $5,000 to help facilitate quality transitional 

 housing and case management for homeless families. 
 

Greenville Free Medical Clinic - $4,000 to purchase endodontic instruments and supplies for 

 dental services to low -income uninsured Greenville County residents.  
 

 

Rebecca Lord - $7,500 to provide scholarship assistance for her second year of seminary.  

Lutheran Homes of South Carolina, Inc. - $25,000 to assist with the renovation of space at 429 

 N. Main St., Greenville, SC for an office of BeWell Home Services and to house the office of 

 Lutheran Hospice. 
 

Lutheridge + Lutherock Ministries - $4,083 for the Heritage Capital Campaign .  

Miracle Hill Ministries - $4,084 to furnish the expanded space at the Renewal Center, a place 

 for the womenõs addiction recovery program. 

Thrivent Financial for Lutherans/Habitat for Humanity - $3,000 to support the building of 

 another Thrivent Habitat House in the Greenville area.  

Trinity Lutheran Church - $8,500 to provide financial assistance to Trinityõs youth and their 

 leaders to attend the National Youth Gathering in New Orleans in the summer of 2012.  

Ashley Twitchell - $7,500 to provide scholarship assistance for her fourth year of seminary.  

United Ministries - $4,750 to provide training for five people to become Certified Nurse 

 Assistants. 

 

 

 
 

Lenten Midweek Worship and Meals  
 

All members are invited each Wednesday in Lent to join in worship and fellowship. At the 

12:30 pm services, Kris Litman-Koon will deliver meditations based on sections of Psalm 22. 

Meditations for the evening services throughout the Lenten season will be provided by 

members of the congregation on the topic of healing. Lunch and dinner reservations should 

be made by phone or with this form by noon on Mondays before the meals.  

 

Midday schedule: Lunch-11:45 am in the Multipurpose Room; Worshipð12:30 pm in the 

Sanctuary. On Ash Wednesday, February 22, Holy Communion will be celebrated with the 

imposition of ashes. On the following Wednesdays, Holy Communion will be celebrated.  

 

Evening schedule: Dinnerð5:45-6:25 pm in the Multipurpose Room; Worshipð7:00 pm in the 

Sanctuary. On Ash Wednesday, February 22, Holy Communion will be celebrated with the 

imposition of ashes.  
 

LENTEN DINNER MENUS 
 

2/22 - TBA 

2/29 - TBA 

  3/7 - Creamy Chicken Casserole, Green Beans, Salad, Bread, Dessert 

3/14 - TBA 

3/21 - TBA 

3/28 - TBA 

 

Name:            

 

Check or Cash Attached ______ Yes   ______ No 

 

 Feb 22 Feb 29 Mar 7 Mar 14 Mar 21 Mar 28 Total  

 

Lunch ($4.00 per meal) ______ ______ ______ ______ ______ ______ ______ 

 

Dinner ($5.00 per meal)  ______ ______ ______ ______ ______ ______ ______ 

($3.00 children under 12)  

                 Grand total    ________  



HOSPITAL PATIENTS 
 

Maggie Boliek, Wynne Boliek, Brenda Bridges, Pattimarie Janssen, Darlene Kleckley, 

Clarence Koerber, Richard Markel, Laila McCormack, Lindsey McGee, Wade Stack, 

and Sarah Taylor have been discharged. 
 

BAPTISMS 
 

Mary Ashley Weeks and Sophia Elizabeth Weeks, daughters of Scott and Jennifer Weeks, 

on January 22 
 

BIRTH 
 

Brett Ella McGee, daughter of Henry and Lindsey McGee 
 

DEATHS 
 

the father of Dick Farstad  

the sister of Ralph Moyer  

Ericka Radford on January 12 

the father of Chris Sorenson 
 

MEMBERSHIP CHANGES 
 

Karen Kennedy to Christ the King Lutheran Church, Greenville, SC 
Kevin and Lauren Schreel and their daughters, Gracyn and Piper,  

to Grace Church, Greenville, SC 

 

ATTENDANCE FOR JANUARY 
 

   1/1  1/8  1/15  1/22  

  7:45 24 16 21 25 

  9:00 94 223 205 173 

  11:15 99 181 177 191 

 TOTAL 217 420 403 389 
 

 SUNDAY SCHOOL 51 222 180 187 

 LCY  - 39 - 43 
 

OFFERING SUMMARY FOR JANUARY 
(SUMMARY DOES NOT INCLUDE JANUARY 29) 

 

   January  YTD 

 Needed for Budget  96,500  96,500 

 Given to Budget  62,995  62,995 

 Difference   - 33,505  - 33,505 
 

 Given to Our Faith in Action   1,627  1,627 

 Given to World Hunger  2,158  2,158 

WITHIN THE TRINITY FAMILY . . . 
In a continued effort to lift up prayer in the life of our 

congregation, a prayer group will meet on Wednesday, 

February 1 at 10:00 am in the Parlor. An evening prayer 

group will meet on Monday, February 20 at 6:30 pm in 

the Parlor. On Ash Wednesday, February 22 at 11:30 am 

in the Parlor another prayer group will begin meeting. 

This new group will continue meeting at 11:30 am on 

Wednesdays during the Lenten season. These groups 

meet for about thirty minutes to share prayer concerns 

and celebrations and pray for individuals and ministries 

in the life of our congregation. Prayer requests may be 

emailed to Merry Mulcahy at mmulcahy@frontier.com  or 

written on the back of a Record of Worship Card and 

placed in the offering plate during Sunday morning 

worship. All are invited to attend these groups.  

PRAYER GROUPS 

MORNING SESSION:   A Womenõs Bible Study and 

Fellowship Group led by Pastor Crowell will 

meet on Thursday, February 2 at 9:30 am in 

the Multipurpose Room. The group gathers on 

the first Thursday of the month and is 

exploring God Sightings: Learning to 

Experience God Every Day. All women of the 

congregation are invited to enjoy 

refreshments, study, prayer and fellowship. 

Please call the Church Office at 242 -5702 to 

register for child care.  

EVENING SESSION:  A Womenõs Bible Study and 

Fellowship Group led by Pastor Crowell will 

meet on Thursday, February 2 at 6:30 pm in 

the Multipurpose Room. The group gathers on 

the first Thursday of the month and is 

exploring God Sightings: Learning to 

Experience God Every Day. All women of the 

congregation are invited to enjoy 

refreshments, study, prayer and fellowship.  

WOMENõS BIBLE STUDY AND FELLOWSHIP GROUPS 

Trinityõs fellowship group for men of the congregation 

continues at noon on Tuesday, February 14. All men of 

the congregation are welcome to attend. Please contact 

David Rhyne at derhyne@trinitylutheran.ws  to be 

included in the e -mail reminders and to make a 

reservation for lunch.  

MENõS BIBLE STUDY AND FELLOWSHIP 

Have you suffered a significant loss 

in your life? Are you grieving the 

death of a loved one? Would it be 

helpful to spend time with other 

people who are grieving? On 

Monday, February 6 at 10:30 am in 

the Parlor, a grief support group 

will meet at Trinity for fellowship, 

prayer, and mutual support. The 

group is facilitated by Merry 

Mulcahy and Pastor Crowell and 

typically meets on the first Monday 

of each month.  

GRIEF SUPPORT GROUP 

mailto:mmulcahy@frontier.com
mailto:derhyne@trinitylutheran.ws


Trinityõs program of music ministry is open to all members of Trinity. Please contact David Rhyne 

for questions regarding any aspect of this program and for ways to participate.  

Participation in the adult singing choirs (for either the 9:00 or 11:15 am service) is open to all. 

These choirs rehearse together each Wednesday evening from 7:00-8:30 pm. Traditionally 

members of these ensembles commit for the full program season (late August - early June) and 

that is still welcomed. In order to allow those who would not be able to make this commitment, 

blocks of dates have been arranged. The goal is to allow flexibility and encourage as many to 

participate as is possible. The third rehearsal block began on Wednesday, January 4 and will 

continue through the season of Epiphany to Ash Wednesday (February 22). The fourth block will 

begin with rehearsal following the Ash Wednesday worship at 8:00 pm. This block will continue 

through the season of Lent and culminate with worship on Maundy Thursday on April 5, Good 

Friday on April 6, and Easter worship on April 8.  

JOIN THE CHOIRS 

Knox Sutterfield, a senior church 

music major at Furman University 

will be serving at Trinity as part of 

a field practicum during the spring 

semester. A native of Atlanta, Knox 

works approximately eight hours a 

week in a variety of roles. 

According to the course outline, a 

semester-long field placement will 

serve as a culminating experience 

in which the philosophies, methods 

and materials contained in the 

music core and the Church Music 

major curricula will be put into 

practice. Students enrolled in the 

Practicum will be under the dual 

supervision of a local church 

musician and a Furman faculty 

member. Knox is one of four senior 

church music majors serving 

churches in the Greenville area this 

spring. Those involved in the music 

ensembles will see him on a weekly 

basis, and all in worship will benefit 

from his offerings and leadership. 

Join the church staff in welcoming 

Knox to Trinity.  

TRINITY HOSTS MUSIC INTERN 

Musica Sacra is Trinityõs fellowship group dedicated to 

the education and appreciation of sacred music. Begun 

at Trinity in 2010, interested members and friends 

gather for sacred music events in the area, trips to 

attend concerts of sacred music in other areas, and 

classes based on the theology and appreciation of 

specific works. This past fall, a third trip to attend the 

annual Reformation Day festivities at Emory University 

was made. Other past gatherings have included dinner 

and a performance of Amahl and the Night Visitors  here 

in Greenville, two concerts in Columbia: one by the 

vocal group, Ensemble Amarcord from Leipzig, 

Germany, and a presentation of J. S. Bachõs St. John 

Passion last Palm Sunday afternoon. Anyone who would 

like to be informed of details of future possibilities 

should contact David Rhyne to be added to the e -mail 

list. Participation is expected to vary from event to 

event. All are welcomed.  

MUSICA SACRA 

Trinity continues to receive food for the United 

Ministries Food Pantry on the first and third Sundays of 

each month.  

UNITED MINISTRIES 

Because Trinity Lutheran Church 

participates in a Membership 

Assistance Program with Canterbury 

Counseling Center, members of the 

congregation pay a fee of $25 per 

session for the first four sessions of 

c o u n s e l i n g .  T o  m a k e  a n 

appointment, speak with Pastor 

Crowell or call the Canterbury 

Counseling Center at 235-7501. 

COUNSELING SERVICES 

Trinity will host guests from the Greenville Area Interfaith Hospitality Network Sunday, 

February 26 through March 4. Volunteers are needed in all areas including setup, breakfast and 

dinner preparation, evening and overnight hosts, day center, and takedown. Contact volunteer 

coordinator, Mark Allen, at 322 -6259 or mallenscrowell@bellsouth.net  if you would like to 

volunteer.  
 

Food items are needed to pack lunches and provide snacks for GAIHN guests during host week. A 

display containing a list of needed items as well as a sign up sheet will be located in the Parlor 

beginning on Sunday, February 5. The items should be returned to the Kitchen in the Activities 

Building no later than 11:00 am on Sunday, February 26.  

GREENVILLE AREA INTERFAITH HOSPITALITY NETWORK 

BLOOD DRIVE 

The Outreach Committee will sponsor a blood drive on 

Sunday, February 26, in the Gym from 11:00 am to 

5:00 pm. Reservations may be made in the Narthex 

following worship each Sunday morning or by contacting 

Melinda Matthews at 688-2402. 

mailto:pwessinger@aol.com


YOUR STEWARDSHIP IN ACTION 

Throughout 2012, look to the Your Stewardship in Action  section of the Tidings for extra 

information on how your Time and Talent are being used towards Trinity's Worship, Education, 

Stewardship, Outreach, Parish Life and Property.  

Trinityõs Young Adult Group will meet for dinner at Wild 

Wings Café on Thursday, February 16 at 7:00 pm. Those 

interested in going should RSVP no later than noon on  

that day to ensure seating. Contact Mandi Troutman at 

matroutman@trinitylutheran.ws  or 242-5702 with 

questions. 

YOUNG ADULTS GROUP 

During the fifteen years that the Trinity Lutheran 

Church Foundation has been making grants, a total of 

$1,222,785 has been given away to support ministry in 

the congregation, the community, the South Carolina 

Synod, and in the ELCA. 

DID YOU KNOW? 

On Saturday, April 21, Trinity will have another opportunity to participate in a synod -wide service 

event called Operation InAsMuch. This ministry is based on the Matthew 25 passage where Jesus 

says, òTruly, I say to you, inasmuch as you did it to the least of these, you did it to me.ó On this 

day Lutherans across the state will be engaged in mission work in their own communities. Service 

projects will be available for persons of all ages, including families with children. All projects will 

be arranged so that they can be completed in one day. The program is designed to resemble one 

large mission trip for all of us into our own backyards and communities.  

OPERATION INASMUCH - SAVE THE DATE!  

Wednesday, February 22, is Ash Wednesday. Lent begins 

with a solemn call to fasting and repentance as we 

begin our journey to the baptismal waters of Easter. 

During Lent the people of God will reflect on the 

meaning of their baptism into Christ's death and 

resurrection. The sign of ashes suggests our human 

mortality and frailty. What seems like an ending is 

really an invitation to make each day a new beginning, 

in which we are washed in God's mercy and forgiveness. 

With the cross on our brow, we long for the spiritual 

renewal that flows from the springtime Easter feast to 

come. During the season of Lent, we have the 

opportunity for worship on Sunday mornings and on 

Wednesdays at 12:30 and 7:00 pm. Please take 

advantage of this time of spiritual renewal as we 

approach Holy Week and Easter. 

LENTEN SEASON 

Lay Assistants for 2012 are encouraged to attend a brief training session at 12:15 pm, immediately 

following the 11:15 worship service on Sunday, February 12. This 30 minute gathering is especially 

helpful for those who have not participated as a lay worship leader at Trinity in the past. At this 

time, schedules will be made available. Lector guides including pronunciation helps will also be 

distributed. If you are a new lay worship leader in 2012, please put this date on your calendar.  

LAY ASSISTANT TRAINING 

The Lutheran Student Association is an organization that seeks to help all students find a church 

home while attending Furman University. LSA will participate in a retreat that will take place in 

Rock Hill with other Lutheran campus ministries of this region. This retreat, February 17 through 

February 19, will be centered around the Christian response to issues of domestic and 

international hunger. LSA has other exciting plans that are being prepared for later this spring. If 

you would like to learn more about these upcoming plans, LSA in general, or how you can assist 

the group, please contact Kris Litman -Koon at klitmankoon@trinitylutheran.ws  or 242-5702. 

FURMAN CAMPUS MINISTRY 

mailto:matroutman@trinitylutheran.ws
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The Lydia Group will meet on 

Tuesday, February 14, at 10:00 

am in the Parlor. Katrina Carlisle 

of Meals on Wheels will be the 

guest speaker. Sally Boliek will be 

the hostess. All women of the 

congregation are welcome.  

LYDIA GROUP 

The Out to Lunch Bunch is a group 

that enjoys lunch together on the 

fourth Sunday of each month. The 

group is open to all Trinity adults 

who want to join in the 

fellowship. On Sunday, February 26,  

the group will meet at 12:45 pm 

at Harry and Jeanõs on Woodruff 

Road. 

OUT TO LUNCH BUNCH 

Loving Threads is a ministry that 

knits and crochets handmade 

prayer shawls and baby blankets. 

Persons receiving these items are 

prayed for by members of the 

group. The next meeting will be 

Sunday, February 12, at 4:00 pm 

in the Parlor.  

LOVING THREADS 

LEISURE/A CTION 

The Leisure/Action Group is for retirees or those who would 

like to be. The group generally meets once a month for 

outings to places of interest. Adults of any age are always 

welcome to join the group.  
 

On Thursday, February 16 the group will travel to Charlotte 

to Discovery Place. The bus will leave Trinity at 8:30 am, 

stopping for a quick breakfast on the way. At Discovery 

Place the group will watch an Imax movie, then enjoy lunch 

at The Dunhill Hotel . A guided tour of the exhibit Mummies 

of the World  will follow. Return to Greenville will be late 

afternoon. This will be a pay as you go trip. There is no 

registration fee, and participants will purchase their own 

tickets and food the day of the trip. In order to plan 

transportation, the sign up deadline is Monday, February 13.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gameday is a time for Church members to gather for Bridge 

and other games. The group will meet in the Parlor on 

Wednesday, February 22, at 1:30 pm, following Ash 

Wednesday worship. 

The group will meet in the Dining Room of the Activities Building from 9:30 am to 2:00  pm on 

February 7 and 21, and will continue to meet on the first and third Tuesday of each month. 

Participants are welcome to bring a bag lunch. Anyone interested in this ministry is welcome to join 

the group. Sewing experience is not required. Anyone able to iron, tie a knot or cut fabric will be 

helpful. Please call Melinda Matthews at 688 -2402 with questions or to donate fabric.  

QUILTING GROUP 

Kidsõ Stuff and Club 345 are Trinityõs groups for elementary aged children. The groups meet once 

a month for games, crafts and outings. Most gatherings are on Sunday afternoons from 2:00 -4:00 pm. 

The remaining dates for the 2011 -2012 program year are:  February 24-25 (sleepover), March 11 

and April 15. Parents are needed to help with these events and those interested in volunteering 

should contact Mandi Troutman.  
 

Friday, February 24 is the annual Kidõs Stuff and Club 345 sleepover. Participants will meet in the 

Multipurpose Room at 6:30 pm, entering on the trophy case side of the Activities Building. 

Children should eat dinner before arriving. The group will travel by bus to Greenville Gymnastics 

to play, then return to Trinity for a movie. Pick up time is 8:00 am on Saturday, February 25. The 

cost is $15 per person, which covers gymnastics and breakfast. Forms have been e-mailed. Please 

register through the Church Office by Tuesday, February 21. Contact Mandi Troutman with 

questions or if willing to chaperone.   

KIDSõ STUFF AND CLUB 345 

BOOK GROUP 

The Trinity Book Group meets in the Parlor at 7:00 pm on the third Thursday of even numbered 

months. Adults of all ages are invited to come and discuss a variety of books.  The next meeting 

will be on Thursday evening, February 16 when the group will discuss Putting Away Childish 

Things by Marcus J. Borg. Other upcoming selections include  Still Alice  by Lisa Genova on 

April  19; and State of Wonder  by Ann Patchett on June 21.  

When there is an accumulation of 

snow, sleet or ice on the roads on 

Sunday morning, the 7:45 am 

Service, the 9:00 am Service, and 

Sunday School will be cancelled. A 

Service will be held at 11:15 am if 

it is safe for the pastors and staff 

to travel. When the 11:15 am 

Service is also cancelled, 

attempts will be made to 

announce that decision on local 

television stations and their 

websites. Information will also be 

added to the church voice mail 

message. 

WINTER WEATHER POLICY 


