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Important Dates: Today thru May 4
A Season of Prayer

May 4, 2008

Commitment Sunday

The entire congregation will gather to return our personal gift commitment
cards. Worship will be at I0OAM in the gym. After worship, we will celebrate
Our Faith in Action with a meal together in the new facility.

June 1, 2008

Announcement Sunday

We will gather in anticipation to hear the total of our commitments.

[t is much more than just a number; it is the celebration of God’s work in
our congregation and Trinity’s Faith in Action.

Please Mark your
calendars for

Commitment Sunday
May 4, 2008

On Sunday, May 4, 2008,
our congregation will
gather together to celebrate
our commitment to
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We will worship,
celebrate Holy Communion,
and turn in our commitment
cards together. We encourage

each member to attend
this service in anticipation
of seeing our congregation’s
faith in action.
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Our Faith in Aetion is more than a monetary pledge. It involves
more than raising money to purchase a building. Our Faith in Action is an
opportunity to examine your life and all the ways God has blessed your
living. What gifts and blessings do you currently enjoy? How has your
involvement at Trinity made a positive impact on your faith and life?
How is God calling you to share these blessings to support Our Faith in Action?

The process of discerning your commitment to our capital stewardship
campaign is extremely important. In order for Trinity to succeed in this
effort, all of us need to begin the process of prayer, conversation, and
deliberation that will lead to our personal commitment. How can you
financially support this campaign? What lifestyle changes can you make
to increase your giving to this congregational effort? How is God leading
and guiding you to take a bold step of faith? Are you willing to trust
God to help you find a way to make a generous gift?

Now is the time to gather information, talk to family members, pray for
courage and strength, consider sacrifice. Play with it, rework, wrestle with
ideas, and then decide. Sleep on it. Ask God for guidance. Listen for God’s
voice. Spend some time each day pondering God’s call in your life. Be open
to the movement of the Holy Spirit. Discover how God is calling you to
give sacrificially. Trust God to help you accomplish your goal. Find the
place of sacrifice — a gift that is exciting, risky, and faithful, a gift that brings
joy and satisfaction.

This campaign is not called our money in action; it is called Our Faith in Action.
[t is about intention and prayer guiding us to faithfully allocate our resources.
[t is knowing God will do great things through us and for us as we put

Our Faith in Action.
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What is our need?
On August 19, 2007, the members
of Trinity voted to purchase the
adjacent property and to enter a
capital campaign. After a visioning
process, the congregation discerned
that this new facility would expand
and complement current ministries.
Five areas surfaced as the primary
focuses:
» Dedicated youth space
» More extensive dedicated
music space
» Space for outreach ministry
» Potential relocation of program
staff offices
» Sanctuary restoration

INFAction

IS an opportunity for us to
trust in God’s call, pray confidently, and giV€ generously.

What is our goal?

In order to meet these needs, our goal
for the capital campaign is to raise
$3,000,000. This money will be used
to retire the debt on the new building
($1,800,000) and to address the five
areas of focus related to our need.

What should a capital
campaign gift he?

“Not equal gifts, but equal sacrifice”
aptly describes our approach to
stewardship. While not everyone
has the same financial resources,
every person can discern their
appropriate sacrificial gift through
prayer. We encourage each member
to commit to prayer and sacrifice
during this campaign.

What is “Our Faith in Action”?

Our Faith in Action is a three-year pledge

program that enables us to reprioritize
and plan for the future of Trinity.
These pledges are gifts over and
above our support of Trinity’s regular
operating budget. This enables our
congregation to respond to God’s call
without compromising our annual
program budget. Three-year pledges
allow the project to be completed in
a timely manner eliminating long-
term debt. Through prayer and the
principles of proportionate giving
Our Faith in Action helps us meet

God’s call for Trinity.

A Look at One Family’s Commitment to increased Giving

ACTIVITY WEEK YEAR 3 YEARS
Increase Weekly Giving $100.00 $5,200.00 $15,600.00
Eliminate family meal out $50.00 $2,600.00 $7,800.00
Eliminate 1 video rental/week $5.00 $260.00 $780.00
Reduce Christmas budget $250.00 $750.00
Reduce Vacation budget $250.00 $750.00
Delay TV purchase for 3 years $1,000.00
Eliminate 4 “dates” $120.00 $360.00
Eliminate 1 cup of coffee/day $3.50 $182.00 $546.00
Erik’s commitment $1.00 $52.00 $156.00
Andrew’s commitment 50 $26.00 $78.00
Gift from Savings $2,180.00

THREE YEAR TOTAL:

$30,000.00

Creative Strategies in
@ ] ]

VINGg
Gifts-In-Kind
Transferring ownership of an asset, rather than selling the asset and
giving the cash, is a gift-in-kind. Appreciated investment property
held more than one year, such as stock, mutual fund shares, bonds,
real estate, collectibles, and other such property have tremendous

tax advantages. Personal property such as automobiles, jewelry,
and other items may also be given.

[Exodus 35:22-29]

Cash Flow Gifts

A person can give significantly by giving smaller amounts at higher
frequencies. Weekly, semi-monthly, or monthly giving allows large
gifts to be reached in smaller steps.

Diverted Funds Gifts

Freeing up funds that are currently going to other areas of spending
allows a person to increase giving to God’s work. Diverting funds from
entertainment, dining out, dues, subscriptions, gifts, allowances, utilities,
or transportation, offers lifestyle adjustments which impact one’s giving.

Delayed Expenditures

The delaying of purchases allows a person to significantly increase
giving. The acquisition of major items such as automobiles or trips,
when postponed, allows substantial giving opportunities.

Sale of Assets

Sale of major assets, such as a house, car, land, or business provide
available income for giving.

Raises/Bonuses
Dedicating forthcoming raises and bonuses is a creative method to
increase giving.

Freedom From Debt

As a person looks ahead into the next three years, he or she may
discover that debt obligations will be fulfilled. This frees up revenue
for additional giving.

Savings and Annuities

Savings for special projects, retirement or a “rainy day” may offer
a resource for increased giving. Often we realize that a portion of
our savings may safely be given to the work of God’s kingdom
through our church.

“I support the Our Faith in Action Campaign
because I feel deeply that it is an important
way that we can grow as a church. I believe
by all coming together to accomplish the
campaign, that we can really give back in
many ways that we may not have been

able to before.” Wynne Boliek

“Our Faith in Action is about more than
just buildings. It is about enhancing
opportunities to grow in learning, music,
outreach and fellowship ministries.

It is an exciting time to dream about
what God has in store for us.” Amy Brown

“We have been given an amazing opportunity
to expand our church. We don’t know

fully, at this point, how this will impact

our congregation or community, but the
opportunity is here for us now to ensure

the growth of our congregation.” Paige Dillon

“This is an exciting time in the life of
Trinity. Few downtown congregations

have the opportunity to purchase adjoining
property and build on facilities and ministry.
This opportunity, for us, has the potential
to add a boost to many of our ministries
and to take them to new levels only
dreamed about before.” David Rhyne

Good and Gracious God,

You have blessed us
beyond measure at
Trinity Lutheran Church.

May we respond to your
grace in generosity without
fear or reluctance.

Make grace abound so that
we have the finances we
need to do every good work
you have assigned us. Amen.



